[Increased procalcitonin level in bacteriogenic metabolic disturbances. A new possibility for diagnosis and treatment monitoring in sepsis].
Earlier observations of increased plasma concentrations of immunoreactive calcitonin (32 amino acids) in sepsis and other non-tumorous conditions may be explained by increased secretion of procalcitonin, the 116-amino acid prohormone. At present, the site(s) of origin of procalcitonin in sepsis, the factors regulating its biosynthesis and release, the route(s) of its elimination from blood as well as its biological function(s) are unknown. The rapid increase in procalcitonin concentration in sepsis--in some patients earlier than that of C-reactive protein--and decrease upon successful chemotherapy makes procalcitonin a potentially important biomarker in monitoring patients with suspected or confirmed sepsis.